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                                             3rd and 4th Grade Students

                                        Personal Initiative Essay Contest           

                                      (Supports Common Core Standards)          
                       Sponsored by Friends of Ronald Reagan Sports Park 
    Save the date for the 14th Annual Can-Do Day Celebration! 
Saturday - March 23,  2019 - 1:00 at the Ronald Reagan Sports Park - CRC                            
                                  (IN THE PERRY PETERS AUDITORIUM)
Attach your essay to this completed entry form!
Student’s Full Name: ___________________________________________________  
 Phone/Email:  _________________________________________________________
Teacher’s Name: _______________________________________________________  

Grade: ______School:____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________                                                        
Friends of Ronald Reagan SP gives the following awards to students, teachers, and schools for a job well done:
Participation Award:

     Each student with a qualified entry receives a decal of “Can-Do-Roo the Kangaroo”   

      (see above) to acknowledge his or her participation. All are invited to Can-Do Day! 
Individual Cash Awards:   
     First Overall District Prize: $150, Second Overall District Prize: $100, Third Overall District Prize: $50
      Winning overall district essays will appear in the next issue of the Community Little Book!
    Students receive cash award at Can Do Day and represent FRRSP in Temecula’s 4th of July Parade!
School Awards:

     Each school with at least 3 qualified entries will have the top three finalists of their school
      recognized. They automatically become finalists in competition for the top three prizes overall.
     Students receive a certificate at Can Do Day and represent FRRSP in Temecula’s 4th of July Parade!
Teacher’s Award:

     The teacher whose students have the greatest number of overall best essays will receive $100.00
     for classroom supplies! 

Mayor’s Trophy:
     The school submitting the highest number of qualified entries will be awarded The Mayor’s Trophy. 
      This annual traveling award is to be presented by the Temecula Mayor to the winning school’s  

      representative at the 14th Annual Can-Do Day Celebration, and again at a special assembly at the   

      winning school. 
             Essay Instructions for 3rd and 4th Grade Students 

                                  Using Common Core Standards for Writing                  

.
1. Investigate the website: www.ronaldreagansportspark.com. Click on Our History. 

    Take notes. This will help you with your second paragraph.  You may also 

    click on Education and look at Ronald Reagan’s Biography.

    “Refer to details and examples in the text when explaining what the text says explicitly 

     and when drawing inferences from the text” (CCSS ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1).
2. Plan and develop the topics you will discuss in Paragraph One, and then 

    do the same for Paragraph Two.  “Use facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

    other information and examples related to the topic” (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B). 

3. “Link your opinions and reasons with words and phrases like: for instance, in order to, 

    in addition” (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.C).

4. Use your research and planning notes to write Paragraph One and Paragraph Two. 

     Follow the directions for each paragraph carefully. Remember to indent.

5. As you edit … check for neatness, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and clarity. 

    This essay must be in your own handwriting (cursive or print) and in your own words.
6. Attach your finished essay to this completed form! We need them by Feb. 28, 2019.  


             Late entries will not be accepted.
    Teachers from Temecula Valley Unified School District: Please send all completed entries 
    via intra-district to Sue O’Connell in ESS.   Private Schools call: 909.576.8616 for pick-up.  

______________________________________________________________________________________

Essay Directions:

Paragraph One:

In narrative (or story) form, tell why personal initiative is important to 

you and how you can demonstrate it. Be sure to support your opinion by 

giving an example that includes concrete details.  Give this paragraph a 

concluding sentence that makes your point clear (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.D). 

Paragraph Two:

Use a transition word or phrase at the beginning of your topic sentence 

in order to link the ideas of the first and second paragraphs. Then, 

narrate the story of the Temecula volunteers who built our first sports 

park. Include details like why and how they built it. Talk about the fact 

that President Reagan was proud of these volunteers and mentioned their 

spirit of initiative in a very important speech. Give this paragraph a 

concluding sentence that makes your point clear (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.E).
