
Communist	  Russia	  in	  the	  Modern	  World:	  
	  
After WWII, the Allies were awarded lands which had previously belonged to the Axis 
Powers of Japan, Italy, and Germany. For instance, Germany was divided into fourths with 
one fourth going to each of the victors: England, America, France, and Russia.  
 
The three nations, England, America, and France, allowed their portions to be free and 
over the years loaned them billions of dollars to help them rebuild. However, the Soviet 
Union wanted tighter control over their portion, separating it from the western world by 
what became known as the “iron curtain.” (For more on this see Reagan and the Berlin Wall  
at - http://www.ronaldreagansportspark.com - Education.)  
 
Also, after WWII, the Soviet Union forcibly “occupied” the countries around it and several 
others which had belonged to Germany. Some of the countries under its influence included 
East Germany, Poland Czechoslovak, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Albania, Bulgaria, Romania, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia.  The red strip in the West is Communist Cuba 
under the dictatorship of Fidel Castro who is sympathetic with Soviet Russia.     

                 
Finally, under President Truman and then the Marshall Plan, the free world stepped in to 
subdue Soviet Russia’s power grab.  
 
It is important to understand the threat that the Soviets posed during the last decades of the 
20th century. In the picture above you can see that even though Cuba is little, it gives the 
Soviets a military base from which they could launch an attack on the U.S. Below is a 
picture of Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev and Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 
 

                                           
                                                                                        
                                                                      



This is a picture of a Russian missile the Soviets wanted to be able to launch at the 
U.S. from Cuba during President Kennedy’s administration in 1962.  
The missile sight was only 90 miles off the coast of Florida. U.S. military 
surveillance aircraft had found that a Soviet missile base was under construction.   

      
	  
What do you think Kennedy thought about that?  
For more of this story explore: (http://microsites.jfklibrary.org/cmc/).  
                    	  

	  
	  
If the Soviets got close enough, our safety would be jeopardized.	  	  This	  map	  shows	  
how	  missiles	  launched	  from	  Cuba	  could	  devastate	  cities	  in	  Mexico	  and	  the	  United	  
States. 
 


